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ADDITIONAL MATERIALS

Resource Material.
A 12 page answer book.
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Use black ink or black ball-point pen.
Answer all questions.
Write your answers in the separate answer book provided.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

The total mark available for this unit is 40.
The number of marks in brackets will give you an indication of the time you should spend on each 
question or part-question.
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Answer all the following questions.

The passage on the opposite page is an on-line article: ‘Fantastic Mr Urban Fox’,
by Professor Stephen Harris.

The separate Resource Material is a newspaper article: ‘The Rise and Fall of Mr Fox’,
by Adam Edwards.

Look at the first page of the article in the Resource Material: ‘The Rise and Fall of Mr Fox’ by Adam 
Edwards.

1. (a) Explain why foxes became so popular.

 (b) According to Adam Edwards, why have foxes become so common in towns?
  [10]

Now look at the rest of the article by Adam Edwards.

2. How does Adam Edwards try to turn his readers against foxes?

 You should track through the article and think about:
	 •		what	he	says;
	 •		how	he	says	it.	 [10]

Look at the article on the opposite page: ‘Fantastic Mr Urban Fox’ by Professor Stephen Harris.

3. How does Professor Stephen Harris try to prove that the urban fox has found ‘a place in our 
hearts’?

 Track through the text and think about:
	 •		what	he	says;
	 •		how	he	says	it.	 [10]

To answer the following question you will need to use both texts.

4. Compare and contrast what these two texts say about the urban fox.

 Organise your answer under the following headings:
	 •		the	threat	foxes	are	to	humans;
	 •		the	threat	foxes	are	to	other	animals.

 You must make it clear where you get your information from. [10]
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Fantastic Mr Urban Fox: The reason why our so-called 
pests are so at home in our cities. By Professor Stephen Harris

Whisper it – but deep down, we city dwellers love our urban foxes.

We may curse them when we find the contents of a ripped bin-bag strewn across the road, 
or when their barking has disturbed our suburban slumbers. But all this hostility is just an act. 
Secretly, we adore these red-coated invaders – as you can tell from our typical response to 
spotting one, maybe as it trots across the road or saunters casually along a garden wall. We stop 
for a moment and stare, marvelling at the sight of such a resourceful, intelligent and quite large 
wild animal so thoroughly at home in our human habitat. It’s like a little bit of the countryside has 
suddenly come to town.

Which may be why so many of us feed them.  Yes, that’s right, feed them. Half of an urban fox’s 
diet comes courtesy of us humans. I’m not talking about waste food they scavenge from our bins. 
(I find that nuisance is generally caused by stray dogs or greedy cats). I’m talking about food that 
is deliberately left out for them. As many as one in ten households regularly feed local foxes; 
sometimes with unexpected results.

The wife of a friend in Bristol was startled when she came into the kitchen one evening to find 
that a fox had calmly climbed through her cat flap and was busy eating the cat’s food. But she 
didn’t panic and nor did the fox. The animal fell into the habit of returning every night, knowing  
that not only would he find his special bowl of food but that, once he had finished, he could 
climb up onto the lady of the house’s lap for a nap and to have his head stroked. This cosy 
arrangement continued happily for some time until the fox was caught one night by my survey 
team. We attached some tracking technology and the fox took it all in his stride and returned the 
next night for his dinner as usual. However, it was a rather frosty-sounding woman who rang me 
the next morning to complain that their after-dinner cuddle hadn’t been the same now that the 
object of her affections had a plastic tag in each ear.

Stories like this show how totally at home foxes are in our cities. Unlike their country cousins, 
who are hunted and shot at daily, the foxes who live in towns have little to fear from humans, 
apart from our cars and our more ferocious breeds of dogs. This lack of fear is readily apparent 
– look how relaxed they are when you do spot them.

That’s why I wasn’t surprised to see the wonderful pictures of an urban fox riding up and down 
the escalators at an underground station in London.

However, it would be wrong to say that urban foxes cause no problems. Their barking can disturb 
a night’s sleep, and to the normal diet of worms, insects and rats, I’m afraid must be added the 
occasional small pet – a rabbit, guinea-pig, even a kitten – that has been inadequately protected 
in a back garden. There is evidence of them very occasionally taking a curious nip at a baby left 
sleeping in a garden. But, as far as I know, no serious injuries have ever been recorded, and it 
pales into insignificance compared to the far more serious attacks on infants carried out by dogs. 
I see no reason why our love affair with the urban fox should not continue. They have found a 
place in our cities, and in our hearts.
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